gloomy. The general intemperate'ness of the seasons, the backwardness or imperfectness of several of the most important crops, the dearness of food, the disturbances in the labour market, and the suffei*-ings in several localities arising from this source, altogether would have formed a sad and depressing picture, from which little consolation could have been obtained. When, however, we turn from the vague ideas formed from general observatio n to the precise data afforded by figures, the silver lining of the dark cloud is at once turned to the light.
The births of 683,430 children were registered in i860, and the annual birth-rate was 3*418, being ' In the population of town districts exceeding 8,000,000 at the last census, the mortality was at the rate of 23 in 1000; in the country districts of more than 9,000,000, the rate of mortality was 18 in 1000 ; so the chances of dying in the two groups of districts were as 23 to 18." But now " the mortality of the town districts has declined from 25 to 23, and of the country districts from 19 to i8."# The questions involved in the displacement of population in the metropolis and large towns, by the extension of railways into them, or by those internal changes commonly summed up under the term since 1801 had not only not increased, but had actually diminished to tlie extent of about 3000, and therefore it appears that the same population whichin 1801 inhabited 17,000 houses, were in 1851 crowded into 14,000 houses.
There is something, too, which is rather curious when we look at the respective districts. In the parishes within the walls there has been the greatest decrease in the number of houses?2776; but then there has been a corresponding diminution of population in those parishes to the extent of 19,000 souls. The result is that the average number of inhabitants of each house within the walls is the same in 1851 as it was in 1801?viz., 7! to each house; but in the City parishes without the walls, to which the poor have been driven by improvements effected in the metropolis, I find that the houses have decreased in number about 300, while the population has increased by 19,000. Thus, while the proportion of inhabitants to each house in the inner parishes is 7^, in the outer parishes it has increased to 9 and 6-7ths in each house. proposed that the Chancery lunatics should be transferred to them, for they had already a great deal more work than they could do; but it was the wish and desire of the House of Commous, as the system of Chancery inspection was so imperfect and infrequent, that the visitation should be transferred to the General Board. The Board said they would be perfectly ready, provided certain facilities were given to them. If the noble and learned lord desired to retain the visitation in the hands of the Court, he hoped that the visitors would be required to devote themselves exclusively to the work. It would not do for them to devote one-half of their time to visiting, and another part to the general duties of their profession. Their whole time, strength, and attention must be given to the visitation, otherwise the system would not attain that pitch of efficiency which the noble and learned lord desired."
The Bill was then read a second time.
